Sickle cell/beta-thalassemia in North Jordan.
Clinical and haematological features of 50 patients with sickle cell/beta-thalassemia (SB0 or SB+) are investigated. Total haemoglobin value was not significantly different (P greater than 0.05) in both types. Haemoglobin F and S were significantly higher (P less than 0.05) in SB0 than SB+ while haemoglobin A2 level was lower in SB0 than SB+. One SB0 case with exceptionally high HbF (32 per cent) with severe clinical course was found. In this case, the high HbF did not ameliorate the clinical severity. Heterogeneity in each type of sickle cell/beta-thalassemia is discussed. The differentiation of SB0 and sickle cell disease is best made on the basis of family study.